TECHNIQUES for ARGUMENTATION
Does Being a High School Graduate Affect Earning Potential?

Claim: The earning potential of a high school graduate is significantly higher than that of a high school drop out. 

RESEARCH TECHNIQUES

FACTS – Students, who drop out of high school, will typically not earn as much money as those who receive a high school diploma.

STATISTICS – 20 percent of high school dropouts are likely to collect unemployment at some point in their lifetime.
EXAMPLES – Sam, who dropped out of high school, only makes $6 an hour compared to his brother John, who graduated from high school and now makes $10 an hour.

CITE (A Reputable Source) – Researchers at the University of South Florida researched the annual income of 500 people who dropped out of high school versus the annual income of 500 people who earned a high school diploma.  Their studies discovered that the average income of a high school graduate was 30% higher than those who did not graduate from high school.

COUNTER CLAIM

1. ANSWER THE OPPOSITION – Even though there are some individuals who have become successful without obtaining their high school diploma, these individuals are the exception, and not the norm. 
